Tha Whola Foods Market in northwest Columbus.

Will Whole Foods hurt
the North Market?

When Whole Foods Market opened its first (hio
store at Sawmill and Bt 161 in September, ather
organic and gourmet retailers wondered ifthey
wonld lnse customers to this niche - market
heavvweight, Whole Foods spokeswoman Sarah
Kenney says the new store is a success, burits
impact on other retailers s not vet known. Some
feur Whole Foods will be another nail in the coffin
for the North Market, which already has lost busiess to such specialby
stores as Fresh Marlkes, Wild Duumnd Trnder Joe's, neeording to retail
amsabyst Chirs Borng of Boulevard Strategies.

Wow, the North Market is possibly facing on even bigper threat:
There's 1alk ofa Whole Foods store locating a couple of blocks from the
market's Vine Street locttion as an anchor to 4 development of condos
and shops

On the other hand. 4 Whaole Foods-anchored shopping development
could create u destination for food shopping=the sume way Easton or
Polaris are retail magnets, Boring's studv of the proposal suggests the
North Market is destined 1o lose business to Whole Foods, but the
combined attraction of two gourmet food Gelities could bring in coough
new customers fo minimize the damage.

—Aliee Hedd
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