‘Willa
SuperTarget
open?

" Target's loyal customers are thrilled about
the prospect of shopping at the company’s
first megrastore in Central Ohio, they wah't be

0 delighted about waiting for one to he built.
xl'[ar the SuperTarge! idea has been 2 hard

The d:v;.'inpmmtl:rm{:umm o
construct a Super Target—a regular Target plus
4 full-service grocery—as purt of a 500,000-

square-foot shopping
« center in northeast
Columbus at Dublin- |
(Gramvilleand,
Hamilton roads. Buta
neighborhacd group,
ﬁmﬁﬂmr:y?ﬂrkﬂm
Association, oppases
turning 41 acres of
farmland into a retail hub. [ts concerns focus
on traffie; enviranmental impact mddmgn
1ssues, 13 well s size—at 174,000 square feet,
Supeﬂhrgnt s whout a third lnrgm-ﬂm a
standard Target. Company reprosentatives,
city planners and residents are cxpected to
fight over the dem"l:. during the next few
months. (Casto s its plan to build a
 SuperTurget near Africa Road and Polaris:
Parkway in December nﬁawut;
planners panned the proposal) i

Tndustry experts say the mnpm}rdomn‘i
plan to make much money selling vegetables
and pot rousts, but hopes the foodstuffs will
persuade folks to visit more ofien. “For
Kroger, groceries are their mainstay. They
can't afford mﬁamntmmw
significantly,” says Ran Unnava, a marketing
professor at Ohio State's Fisher Collége of
Business, “Target, on the other hand, can
discount the groceries in the hopes that
]:mplewﬂi then purchase smm:hmgm the

'E‘J:u’runﬂ:ms sz crowded market forfood
retailers, with Wal-Mart, Mesjer, Kroger, Giant.
Eagle, et food stores and the warchouse
clubs all in the mix. Retail analyst Chris Boring
says the mpmmuugtnﬁmmr.oppm
Ultimately, however, it can leave the region
with huge vacant buildings (think Big Bear
and Cub Foods) since, ashgsay,ﬁ, “Theres not.
room for evervbodi”

Bu Casto will need mwmsuppoﬁﬁam
the neighborhood group and the city of
Columbus before the first Supn"l‘nrgnt carl
. begin to compete.

—Aliee Hell




