CURIOUS
CAMPAIGN
CONTRIBUTIONS

ke Coleman, a
[democrat, has
received solid bucking

from the predominately
Hepublican business
community during his tenure as
mayor. Now that Coleman s
nunning for govemar, will
Columbus business leaders
continue i support lim with
campaipn contributions? We
checked the latest filings with
the Ohio Secrctary of State’s
office to see which GOP
backers are sending cash to the
hometown candidate. We also
reviewed loeal donations for the
other Democratic candidate

Den Casto

(US, House Rep. Ted
Stmickland) and the Republican
hopefuls: Secretary of State Ken
Blackwell, Audior Betty
Montgomery and Attorney
General Jim Petro,

MNote: State law allows
donors to give up to $10.000 10
each candidate for cach election
The Democratic primary and
Republican primaries and the
peneral election are considered
separale elections,

Wexner money

The city's most influeniial
campaipn contribulor is Limited
Brands CEO Tes Wexner, The
nichest man in Ohio raditionally
supports Republicans, so it's no

16

surprize that Wesmer has given
&2 500 each to Petro and
Montgomery. Butifmoney . ©
speaks. his seems to be saying,
“Vote for Coleman,” He gave the
mayor S100H0 earlier this vear.
In addition, Wexner's witc,

| Abigail [who historically
| supponts both parties}, has
| handed Coleman $ 10,000 as

well. (Ser “Les Wesmner talks” on
pagedl)

Republicans supporting
Demaocrats 2

A number of prominent
business leaders who usually

5. Robert Davis

support Republicans have made
contributions to the two
Deanocrats, as well as, in some
czises, 1o the GOP candidates.
They mctude:

Wayne Boich—olthe coal
mining concern Boich
Company—and his wile and
children gave nearly all their
5165500 m contributions m
2004 to Republicans, according
to opensecretsorg, which
tracks spending on presidential
and congressional mces,
However, Boich and his son,
Wayne Jr., have donated
$10,000 apicee 1o Strickland’s
gubcmatorial campaign.

Douglas Borror of
Dominion Homes donated
nearly $30,000 to Republicans
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secking national office in 2004,
including a group called
“Promoting Republicans You
Can Elect” So far this year, he
hais given 37,500 to Coleman
and 82,500 to Mumgomery,
Dieveloper Don Casto
contributed §3,000 1o
Montgomery from 2001 1o
2003, He also gave more than
S10.000 o Republican
campiigns natonally last vear.
This vear, Casto has contributed
£7.500 to “Coleman for Ohic.”
Developer 8, Robert Davis
of Dublin made 2 1,000
conmbuation ta Montgomery in
2004 and supported George W,

Jotm P. McConnalt

Bush for president, but has
ponied up the maxdmum
S10,000 tor Coleman this year,
Edgar Ingram ITI. White
Castle CEC and Bush-backer,

[ handed aver $1,000 to

Montgomery in 2004 and
$10.000 1o Coleman this vear,

John P. McConnell of
Worthingron Industriss—wheo
Thas a bong history of domations
10 Republicans—tas contributed
87,500 e Coleman.

Donald Shackelford,

chairmam of Fifth Third Bank of

Centrul Ohico and a con=stent
GOP contribumor, has given
52 000 10 Petro and 52,500 to
Coleman.

Builder George Skestos and

mermbers of his family have

Hedging the bets

traditionally supported
Republican candidates, Skestos
has given Petro 59,500 and
Colemun 56,000 this year,

Rodney Wasserstrom,
CED of the Wasserstrom food
service company, has donated
§2,500 1o Montgomery. $1L000
to Petroand 82,500 to Coleman
in 2005,

Two Republicans

Some campaign contribators
have donated o bhoth
Montgomery and Petro thus
fir, A few examples, including
the amount (with the

Donald Shaekelford

Montgomery contribution
listed first}: Former Columbus
muyor Greg Lashutka (31,000,
81,0004, civic leader Katherine
LeVeque (52,500, S2,000) and
Ricart Automotive’s

Rhett Bicart {37,500, 55,000).

Split households

Some households are divided.
For instance, Schottenstein
Stores president Juy
Schottenstein hias been
supporimyr both Montgomery
and Blackwell, donating 55,000
to each over the past two years,
His wile, Jean, however, wrole g
check this vear to Strickland’s
campaizn for 32,000,

¥ Alce Hal!



